AID FROM FRANCE; TRAITORS       115

Duquesne. When the Revolution broke out, he took
sides with the Americans, and being a glib and forth-
putting person he talked himself into the repute of
being a great general. The Americans proudly gave
him a very high commission, in which he stood
second to Washington, the Commander-in-Chief.
But being taken prisoner by the British, he had no
opportunity of displaying his military talents for
more than two years. Then, when Washington was
pursuing the enemy across Jersey, Lee demanded
as his right to lead the foremost division. At Mon-
mouth he was given the post of honor and he at-
tacked with such good effect that he had already
begun to beat the British division opposed to him
when he suddenly gave strange orders which threw
his men into confusion.

Lafayette, who was not far away, noticed the dis-
order, rode up to Lee and remarked that the time
seemed to be favorable for cutting off a squadron of
the British troops. To this Lee replied: "Sir, you
do not know the British soldiers; we cannot stand
against them; we shall certainly be driven back at
first, and we must be cautious." l Washington him-
self had by this time perceived that something was
wrong and galloped up to Lee in a towering passion.
He addressed him words which, so far as I know, no

1 Sparks, 275, note I. law and usage of nations,
